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To: all MPs in Co Durham and Darlington (letters will be individually addressed)

Date:

Dear

Community Pharmacy 2016 and beyond

Co Durham and Darlington Local Pharmaceutical Committee (LPC) is writing to update you in relation to Government proposals for community pharmacy in 2016 and beyond.

On 17th December 2015 the Government announced a number of plans for community pharmacy (letter attached). The proposals included a £170m reduction in funding for community pharmacy in 2016/17. Since publication of the letter it has become clear that as many as 3,000 pharmacies may close, that key payments for pharmacies will be phased out and that there may be a drive towards a commoditised medicines supply service with an increased focus on warehouse dispensing and online services.

The national pharmacy organisations believe the proposals pose significant threats to both the community pharmacy network and patient care. The LPC shares those views.
Community pharmacies are a valuable and valued resource:
· People in England make 1.6 million visits to community pharmacies every day.

· As well as dispensing medicines community pharmacy teams help people to stay well and away from GP surgeries, to get the most benefit from their medicines, and to manage their health conditions.

· Pharmacies are easy to access and form part of the fabric of local communities. 96% of the population can reach a pharmacy within 20 minutes by walking or using public transport
· The NHS spends £2bn per year on GP consultations for conditions which pharmacy teams could treat.

· More than 1 billion prescription items are dispensed by community pharmacies every year.

· Pharmacies delivered more than 3.17 million medicines use reviews to help people to understand and take their medicines correctly in 2014/15.

· Community pharmacies help us to stay well and prevent unnecessary visits to the GP’s surgery and A&E. For example, pharmacy services supporting frail elderly people after hospital discharge have reduced re-admittance by 63%.

· Community pharmacy can and is enthusiastic to do much more. A national community pharmacy minor ailments service could save the NHS £1bn per year through reduced GP appointments.
The Government’s plans threaten patients’ access to pharmacies and pharmacy services. The Health Minister has suggested that up to 3,000 pharmacies – 25% of pharmacies in England – could be forced to close under its plans. 

The Government says it wants a ‘clinically-focused’ community pharmacy service and to optimise the use of medicines. Community pharmacy is always open to discussions on changes that demonstrably support these objectives however we need more detail to enable meaningful discussions to take place. 

The network underpinning the supply of medicines is complex and fragile. The Government has proposed a blanket cut in funding that will have unpredictable consequences. It has not yet confirmed the full extent of the cuts for future years.

The implications for patient care have not been properly considered and may be damaging. The Government has not conducted an assessment of the impact of its proposals on patient safety, or on the quality of care. The LPC wants to see a commitment from Government that these assessments will take place and the results published. 

The Department of Health must provide detail on how it will ensure access to pharmacy services in remote or deprived communities. Central funding for ‘Essential Pharmacies’ was ended in 2015. 
We do not yet fully understand the implications of hub and spoke dispensing models. It is too early to quantify any potential efficiency savings. Any changes designed to facilitate hub and spoke models must safeguard the quality, efficiency and accessibility of pharmacy services. 

Co Durham and Darlington LPC would welcome your contribution in support of the community pharmacy network. You can follow us on Twitter @DurhamLPC. Look out for #lovemypharmacy updates. You can also visit www.supportyourlocalpharmacy.org for up to date information.
You can sign the e-petition at: https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/116943
and sign the following Early Day Motion: http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/business-papers/commons/early-day-motions/edm-detail1/?session=2015-16&edmnumber=1072 

Your support in seeking clarity from the Government would be greatly appreciated. Queries to the Secretary of State, and tabling of Parliamentary Questions asking about the impact in your constituency would be really helpful. 
If you need any further information about the proposals please do not hesitate to contact me. Also, if you would like to experience first-hand the excellent service provided in community pharmacy by visiting one of the pharmacies in your constituency please just let me know; I would be delighted to facilitate a visit for you.

Yours truly,
[image: image1.emf]
Greg Burke

Chief Officer



